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THE CONSUMER RUNOFF

By Bill Monn
Photos By Wayne Hanson

n a rock-hard ice surface,
o Yamaha’s V-Max logged a top

speed of 96 MPH at the end of a
three-quarter mile sprint to out-mus-
cle the fastest of the fast at our first-
ever Consumer Shoot-Out this past
March.

Second overall and posting the best
elapsed times through the eighth and
quarter-mile marks was the brutish
Polaris Indy 600. The Indy’s best top
speed was 92 MPH.

Hampered by a broken limiter strap
on the first run and a slipping track on
top end in succeeding runs, the Ski-
Doo Blizzard 9700’s best top speed was
held to 87 MPH. The John Deere
Liquifire rounded out our field of four
with a 75 MPH top speed.

Serving as a contrast to our Shoot-
Out with the snowmobile manufactur-
ers, the Consumer Shoot-Out hosted
stock, 1983 model snowmobiles pur-
chased by consumers through normal
dealer channels. In no way were the
snowmobiles or riders associated with
any of the snowmobile manufacturers.

Similar to our Shoot-Out with the
manufacturers, we consider the
results of the Consumer Shoot-Out to
be indicative of how the machines per-
form but not necessarily definitive. In
other words, given the conditions on
the day we ran the competition, these
are the results we logged. With differ-
ent conditions, the results may differ.

Also a variable was the state of tune
and condition of the machines that
participated. These were not brand-
new, factory-pampered, proto-type
sleds with “expert wrenches” hovering
to make sure everything was spot-on.
Competitors in the Consumer Shoot-
Out were “‘amateurs’ and their
machines didn’t receive any special
set-up treatment at the factory. Also,
these machines were driven all winter
— the V-Max, for example, had 1,700
miles on it.

These factors and many more are
exactly the reasons we decided to host
a Consumer Shoot-Out. Specifically,
we wanted to find out how the
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Our Indy was very, very fast out of the hole, but lost speed on top

end when the hyfax overheated.

machines were performing in the
hands of consumers — machines that
didn’t have the benefit of factory
wrenches dialing them in. The 1981
SRX is a good example of a sled that
could be tuned to run very strong, but
proved too finicky for consumers to
consistently get the performance
desired.

“I had a 1981 SRX and I didn’t
really like it,” said Jerry Parent, our
V-Max competitor in the Consumer
Shoot-Out. “But this V-Max (1983
model) is super. It’s probably the finest

sled I've ever had. It’s super for trail
riding and handles great. I can ride
140 miles, come home and not even be
tired. The rear (suspension) worksreal
good and real good with the front
(suspension).”

Parent, 43, is a building contractor
in Forest Lake, Minn., and hasbeenan
active snowmobiler since 1967. He has
owned, he figures, between 25 and 30
snowmobiles. All but two were either
SnodJets or Yamahas. Parent was a
Yamaha/SnodJet dealer in Forest Lake
from 1971-76. With three children, he
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The John Deere Liquifire simply gives up too much engine to have a
shot against the big boys in a drag race.

said that he has owned as many as five
machines at one time.

Trail riding rather than lake racing
is Parent’s favorite type of snowmobil-
ing now and he logs close to 2,000
miles each season. He said he also
likes to buy a new sled every season,
explaining, “I drive hard and I like to
have the sled under warranty.”

Parent thinks the V-Max and Indy
600 are very close on top end and per-
haps the Yamaha is a little faster. On
any given day one may beat the other,
he said. The Indy, he believes, is a lit-
tle quicker off the line. The V-Max
shineson ice or hard pack, he said, and
the Polaris is a little better with a few
inchesof snow. In deep snow, he thinks
they are about even.

“I think that new suspension
Yamaha hasmakesitgoontheice,” he
said. “The wheels just work better
than the Polaris.”

Kip Campbell, 31, of Forest Lake,
Minn., was bitterly disappointed with
the no-snow conditions at our Con-
sumer Shoot-Out and claimed that his
Polaris Indy 600 probably (“probably,
hell, I’'m sure of it”) could have won
with an inch or so of snow. Campbell
claimed that the rock-hard ice did not
provide any lubrication for his slides
and that the hot hyfax were slowing
him down as they heated up.

“All you proved was that Yamaha

has a better wheel kit in its suspen-

sion,” Campbell told us. “With a little | fe

lubrication, it would have been a dif-
ferent story.”

Campbell, sales manager for Supe-
rior Dairy Fresh Milk Co., Forest
Lake, Minn., had his first snowmobile
ride at 13 on his grandfather’s eight-

horse Ski-Doo. Since then there has |

been a selection of Aretic Cats, Kawa-
sakis, Yamahas and Pelarises. Camp-

bell says he likes lake riding and lake |

racing and probably legs about 1,000

miles each season. He says that he |
likes the big Polaris models (he has |
owned Centurions, Indy 500s and now |
a couple of 600s) because they are as |

fast as anything out of the box and

offer the most to gain with |

modifications.

“The (Polaris) factory runs it (Indy | |

600) at 8,000 RPM and with not that
great of an exhaust,” according to
Campbell. “You can do a lot with that.

With Ski-Doo and Yamaha, they’re |

pretty much all set as you get them —

there’s not a lot more you can do with |
them. You can pick up 10 MPH with |

the Polaris with just pipes and a little
clutching. You couldn’t get half that

much (gain) with the Ski-Doo or |

Yamaha.”

“For high-speed running on a |

bumpy trail, nothing can touch the
Indy,” Campbell added. “On the lakes,

.. 14.50 secs.

3.50 secs.
19,50 secs.
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Just everyday snowmobilers: (left to right) Bob King, Liquifire; Jerry
Parent, V-Max; Kip Campbell, Indy; Bob Long, 9700.

ialing in a snowmobile for maxi-

mum performance is a fine art.
“Art” comes under scrutiny when it
approaches that fine line between a
stock “adjustment” and what we con-
sider a modification.

We keep all competitors honest at
each Shoot-Out event by contracting a
professional technical inspector to per-
form a presecribed series to testson each
machinetoinsureeverything is within
stock specifications.

Serving as our technical inspector
for both Shoot-Out IV and the Con-
sumer Shoot-Out was Olav Aaen, pres-
ident of Aaen Performance Parts.
Aaen has been involved with snowmo-
biles for the past 12 years and with
high performance internal combustion
engines for more than 20 years. Before
starting his own business nine years
ago,Aaenwasmanagerofanadvanced
design group for OMC, a major snow-
mobile manufacturer. Aaen’s qualifi-
cations also include degrees in
mechanical engineering and internal
combustion engine design.

The factory test crews by now are
very familiar with our tear-down
requirements and we seldom find any-
thing very exciting. The first items
checked are sled weight and gasoline.
Unusual light weight and special
potent fuel can give a decided edge.

Next, we check compression and
squish clearance. Abnormally high

KEEPING THEM HONEST

compression improves power and a
tight squish area speeds up combus-
tion. These two tests are crucial
because they easily can be manipu-
lated to give more power but not be rep-
resentative ofa production engine that
must function with gasoline available
at the local gas station. We also per-
form limited engine disassembly to
make sure no extra grinding was per-
formed on the ports.

Other items checked are bore and
stroke, carburetor size, air boxes,
exhaustsystems,drive systems, tracks
and suspensions to make sure there
are no major deviations from what will
be found on stock machines.

At the factory Shoot-Out, all entries
passed with flying colors. At the Con-
sumer Shoot-Out, Kip Campbell had
installed a slide rail lubricator on his
Indy 600. He contended that because
the course was rock-hard ice with no
snow for his hyfax, the slide lubricator
merely would put him on a par with the
Yamaha V-Max, which he admitted
had a better wheel Kkit.

This we could not allow because a
slide lubricator does not come with the
Indy 600 as stock equipment from the
factory.

That was the only non-stock ruling
we had to make. All the sleds that com-
peted were judged to be representative
of what the consumer can expect to get
from a dealer.

it runs best with a little lubrication.
But on hard, dry ice, the Indy just
won’t go.”

Bob Long, a 41-year-old sales super-
visor for the Master Bread Company,
is a self-described, die-hard Ski-Doo
man. He has purchased 22 Ski-Doos
starting with a 1969 T’NT 640 that he
bought from his brother when it was
three months old. He purchased one
other used Ski-Doo and all the rest he
has purchased brand new.

On the first run at the Consumer
Shoot-Out, Long broke the front
limiter strap which left him with
about three inches of play in the track,
he said. As a result, he said that he
couldn’t hold the throttle wide open
because of track slippage. Long said
that he really didn’t think he would
win the Consumer Shoot-Out, but he
also expected to do better than the 87
MPH he hit for a top speed.

“I didn’t think that I was going to
beat the Indy and I had never run
against a V-Max,” Long said. “I didn’t
figure that I'd get it running as well as
Karpik did (Ski-Doo factory racer
Gerard Karpik logged a top speed in
excess of 100 MPH at Shoot-Out III
with a 9700), but I know that it will go
faster than it did. I wish I would have
had more time to dial it in.”

Although Long dabbled in oval rac-
ing several years ago, he now mostly
trail rides. He complains that he
“hardly gets out” anymore, lamenting
that he only runs 500 to 1,000 miles
per year. He has been to Yellowstone
six times, which he claims is a real
challenge to get the machines torunin
the thin air. The highlight of each sea-
son is a long weekend in Minnesota’s
north woods with a dozen buddies —
“It’s sort of our own little shoot-out,”
he says.
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Long maintains that he is satisfied
with his 9700, but admits that he was
(and is) disappointed that it doesn’t
have an independent front suspension.

“Ihad a 9500 and I was waiting until
they (Ski-Doo) came out with some-
thing bigger,” he said. “I was real dis-
appointed when the 9700 came out
without an IFS. But I bought it
because [ wanted the extra power. The
9700 was a lot of money with no IFS —
it was a hard decision.”

“I think all the sleds are good now,”
he added. “Larry Paron (the Ski-Doo
dealer who sells Long his sleds) has
been super with me. A good dealer
really means a lot. I might have
bounced around to other brands, but
Larry’s been straight with me.”

Bob King, our Liquifire driver,
echoed the opinion that a good dealer
— Osseo Sports for him — plays a big
part in what he buys and his enthusi-

RUNOFF
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asm in the sport. But the main reason
he rides a John Deere Liquifire is
because he likes its looks.

“Styling is a big thing with me,”
King said. “If you don’t think a sled is
good looking, you won'’t buy it.”

King, a 34-year-old sales represen-
tative for Griffin Pipe Products, grew
up in southwest Iowa and lusted for a
snowmobile for several years but says
he couldn’t justify buying one until he
moved to Champlin, Minn., in 1974.

“My first sled was a Scorpion Super
Sting,” King said. “A few years later I
bought my wife a Polaris Electra...now
I have a hard time getting out of the
house without her.”

King moved up to a 1976 Liquifire,
then a 1980 Liquifire before buying
the 1983 model this past February.

King’s wife has kept pace with a 1976
Trailfire that she traded up for a 1979
Sportfire. Snowmobiling is a family
activity for the Kings.

“I first went to the Liquifire because
I liked the way it looked and I liked it
because I didn’t have to (pre) mix the
oil,” he said. “I'm not that big on speed,
but I like the Liquifire because it is
good in deep snow. There isn’t much
that’s going to stop you.

“Ididn’t have any problems with the
1980 Liquifire, but I had 4,500 miles
on it and it was starting to nickel and
dime me. I got a real good buy on the
new one. I got 15-20 miles per gallon
with the old one and I get a little better
than that with the new one, which
really surprised me. It may cost a dol-
lar or so more, but it’s not out of line
with other sleds. It’s very dependable
and the maintenance is very low. I'd
recommend it.”
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